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A. Traffic Regulations; Offenses Regarding Vehicles, Driving, Licensing, and Registration, in General 


1. General Considerations 
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There is a rational relationship between a mandatory seat belt use law and the state's interest in protecting motorists and saving 
lives; thus, such a law does not exceed the state's police power, | nor does it violate a motorist's freedom of travel” or violate 


equal protection because it applies to passenger cars but not to recreational vehicles’ or trucks.* A motorist's Fourth Amendment 
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right to be free from unreasonable seizures is not violated when he or she is properly arrested by a police officer for violating 
such a regulation by failing to wear a seat belt,> and where a police officer reasonably—whether erroneously or not—believes 
that a defendant's seat belt is unbuckled, the officer has reasonable cause to conduct a traffic stop.° In some jurisdictions, a 


motorist's violation of a seat belt use law will justify a revocation of his or her driver's license,’ and in some the violation of a 
seat belt use law will qualify as a predicate offense for a statute that prohibits knowingly violating a law, or failing to perform 


a duty imposed by law, intended to protect the public health and safety and recklessly causing serious bodily injury.® 


Some statutes require that both the driver and front-seat passenger wear fastened seat belts,” and that where the vehicle is 
equipped with both lap and shoulder belts, the driver and passenger must wear both belts. '0 Under other regulations, though, 


the driver or front-seat passenger is not obligated to use a shoulder belt where a lap belt is fastened. u 


Practice Tip: 
Under the mandatory seat belt use laws of some states, the use or nonuse of seat belts may not be submitted into evidence in any 


civil action, such as one arising out of a traffic accident. !* 


Observation: 


A federal statute authorizes grants to a state if the state has in effect in a given fiscal year a law which makes unlawful throughout 
the state the operation of a passenger vehicle whenever an individual in a front seat of the vehicle (other than a child who is secured 


ina child restraint system) does not have a safety belt properly fastened about the individual's body.!? 
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